
 
Week 23- Friday, February 21, 2025  

 
 

What’s happening @ Elder’s Mills!  
 
Provincial Election Voting Location 
 
Our school will be a polling station for the upcoming provincial election on February 27, 2025.  
 
This is a valuable opportunity to highlight the importance of the democratic process for our students.  
 
Please be assured that school operations will continue as normal. We will take all appropriate 
measures to ensure student learning is not disrupted and student safety is prioritized. This includes: 
 

● Voters will use one access door, closest to the location of the polling station. 
● The voting access door will be monitored at all times by an election volunteer or other 

appropriate adult. Hallways between the access door and the polling station will be 
monitored.  

● Volunteers will be made aware of their responsibilities regarding school access. 
● School administration will also remain visible in the hallways throughout the day.  

 
The majority of voting occurs after school hours; school parking and traffic should not be significantly 
affected on Election Day. However, we thank you for your patience as there may be some minor 
delays during arrival and dismissal due to additional pedestrian and vehicle traffic on February 27.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the school office. 
 

 
 
Une journée au musée!  
Grade 4s Bring Ancient Civilizations to the Atrium!  
Classes were invited to visit the ‘Grade 4 Museum’ last week.  
Students shared their learning about different civilizations 
through a curated display and presentation of their work.  
Bravo les quatrièmes années!  
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Ramadan 
 
Ramadan is a holy month of fasting and contemplation for Muslims. 

Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, is referred to in the 
Qu'ran as a blessed month in which the teachings of the Qu'ran were 
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).   This year, the Holy month 
of Ramadan is expected to begin on the evening of Friday, February 28th.   

During Ramadan, most Muslims fast during the hours of daylight and 
increase their focus on prayer and contemplation. At the end of each day 
the fast is traditionally ended with a prayer and a light meal called the Iftar. 

Ramadan is considered a time for Muslims to recommit themselves to cultivating spiritual renewal 
within themselves and their communities, as well as practicing compassion and generosity for others. 

Ramadan @ EMPS:  

Elder's Mills is committed to supporting student needs during the Holy Month of Ramadan.  

During this time, we usually experience an increase in the number of students who wish to access 
prayer space. 

To provide us with an indication of student needs and to support communication with classroom 
teachers, please fill out the form, Ramadan 2025 - Prayer Space,  if you wish for your child to be 
excused from class during prayers. 

As in previous years, space will be provided during snack and lunch for students observing the fast for 
Ramadan. 

Merci.  

 
 

Notes from the Office  
Visitor entry to school:  
 
Parents/guardians, caregivers, and volunteers are welcome at Elder’s Mills PS.    
 
Please be reminded of the school and Board safety protocols when you arrive; 
you are visitors to the school.  
 
 Visitors must enter the building only from the main entrance at the front of the 
school.   This is expected at any time before, during and after school.   
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/ramadan
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Upon arrival, if you need to enter the school building, come to the front entrance and ring the 
doorbell .  A member of the office team will answer the call.  They will inquire as to the nature of 
your visit and provide instructions regarding entry at that time (ie. come to the office, please wait on 
the bench, or drop lunch off at the lunch table).   
 
Thank you for your attention and adherence to these protocols.  
 

 
 
 Yearbook 2024 -2025 
The 2024 - 2025 Yearbook is coming together.  Mme Wong and a group of Grade 
8 students are collaborating to build a book of 64-colour pages filled with 
milestones, moments and memories for the whole school!  Each copy is $30.00.  
Yearbook Sales are open now.  Please go to School Cash online for details and to 
make a purchase.   if you’d like to purchase a yearbook.   
 

 
 
Yearbook Photos - Consent  
Yearbooks chronicle the activities of the school and student body.  They are 
produced for sale (hard copy or digital) to students and the school community.  
School yearbooks may be placed in the school library in hardcopy or electronic 
format.   
 
Class photos, photos of your child's participation in school clubs, activities and 
events, work products by your child, and your child's achievements may be published in the yearbook 
along with their grade and full name.   
 
Please complete and submit this form if you DO NOT CONSENT  to your child's photo and/or name 
being published in the yearbook.  Complete a separate form for each child. Submit by March 31, 2025.  
 

Student Personal Information Consent Form  
 

 
 
 
 Weather and Recess 
 
All students are expected to go out for every recess, weather permitting.  Students are 
to come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 15 minutes at 
morning recess and 40 minutes at lunch recess.  Please support conversations with 
your child at home about wearing their coats, hats, gloves etc… when they go outside.   
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https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
https://forms.gle/L1STK1ArpoapUGHE7
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Send them to school with changes of clothes (socks, hats, mitts) and indoor shoes.  Thank you.     
 
Playing in the snow is fun and encouraged.  It is important that students play safely.  Please remind 
your child that throwing and kicking snow is not permitted.  Snowballs are for building snow 
sculptures and not for throwing.  Please do not send your child to school with snow toys such as 
toboggans/sleds, snowball makers/ for example.    

 
 
Lunch Assistant Needed 
If you or anyone you know would like to be a PAID Lunch Assistant please contact the office. 
We are seeking people to supervise students while they are eating lunch and then playing 
outside at recess. The commitment is one hour per day.  Please email the school at 
elders.mills.ps.@yrdsb.ca  if you are interested.  
 

 
 
School Spirit Wear  
 
The online store is open.  Merchandise ordered will be delivered to the school every 3 
weeks.  All proceeds will fund school enhancements and programs. Shop online by 
following this link: 
  https://stores.inksoft.com/eldersmills/shop/home  

 
 

 
Hot Lunches:  
The Lunchbox program is live through: https://www.schoolcashonline.com.   Orders can be placed by 
Sunday of each week. You may order one week at a time or several weeks all together; there are many 
options!  

 
 

 
Upcoming Events to Watch For: 
DATE CHANGE! Next school council meeting will be held April 
10th.  
If you wish to connect with School Council, please email 
elders.mills.ps@sc.yrdsb.ca 
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Messages from YRDSB 

 

Report Cards and Family Dashboard 

Welcome to the Family Dashboard.   

 The YRDSB Family Dashboard will give you one-stop access to information and 
applications related to your child’s education. It is designed to make it easier for you to 
engage with your child’s education.  Access the Family Dashboard at family.yrdsb.ca.   

Report Cards - available February 20th, 2025 

Term 1 Report Cards will be available in the Family Dashboard. Parents/guardians will receive an email 
letting you know when the report card is available for your child and how to access it.   

Setting Up Your Account  

If you do not have a Family Dashboard account, you can create one at any time by visiting 
family.yrdsb.ca, clicking on “No account?” and “Create one.”   

*When creating an account, you must use the email address you have on file at your child’s school.   

Detailed instructions and frequently asked questions are available at 
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/family-dashboard  

 

 

Early Reading Screening (ERS): Communication of Results on Report Cards 

As per Ministry of Education requirements, all students in Year 2 Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2 
were screened in Fall 2024. Results of the beginning-of-year screening were shared with families in 
the fall and will be reflected on your child’s Term 1 report card (Kindergarten Communication of 
Learning or Elementary Provincial Report Card). It is important to keep in mind that the screening 
only provides one piece of information about your child’s language and literacy skills, and that results 
of the screening are not used to determine your child’s grades. Instead, the results provide 
information to identify the support they need to be on track for reading proficiency. 
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Celebrating Black History Month - February 2025  

Click here for Registration link - UPDATED 

 

 

Black History Month Events at Oak Valley Health Network  

Oak Valley Health Network is hosting an art contest for Black History Month, for all students in York 
and Durham Regions who self-identify as Black. Deadline to submit is February 26, 2025. See 
website for more information. 
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/centre-black-student-excellence
https://yrdsb.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/BWW-InclusiveSchools/Shared%20Documents/Identify%20Affirming%20Resources/Black/BHM-Celebrations-Invite.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=SfwsfS
https://www.oakvalleyhealth.ca/upcoming_event/black-history-month-student-art-competition/
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In the Community 
 
 

Chinese Arts and Literary Festival - more information linked here 

Please share with your community. This festival aims to deepen participants’ 
understanding of Chinese cultural heritage, promote appreciation and 
respect for cultural diversity, and enhance social harmony. Register by March 
5, 2025. 
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Roots, Rauch and Resilience Group Workshop hosted by Jewish 
Family and Child Service:  
 
Please share with your community. Join the JF&CS for a 4-week group 
workshop starting on March 4, 2025. For students in Grades 6-8. Dinner will 
be served. 
Link to Registration information here 
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10 



 
Week 23- Friday, February 21, 2025  

 

 

Pink Shirt Day! 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, is Pink Shirt Day, a globally recognized day to 
support anti-bullying and upstanding behaviour, such as standing up to all 
forms of hate and discrimination. 

All students at EMPS  are invited to wear pink on Wednesday, February 26, 
2025.  
 
 

 
 
On the Horizon….  
 

February  
Character Trait: Initiative 
Black History Month  
25 Gr 4 Scientists in the School  
26 Gr 4 and 6 Scientists in the School  
26 Pink Shirt Day  
28 Ramadan begins 
28 Gr 5 Scientists in the School  

March 
3 Carnaval Week @ EMPS begins 
3 Intermediate Boys Basketball  
4 Intermediate Girls Basketball  
6 YR Skills Challenge  
10 - 14 March Break  
19 Eco Fair @ EMPS 
21 Earth Hour @ EMPS 
31 Eid-ul-Fitr 
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